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¢ General Comment No. 36 of Article 6: right to life of Intemnational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(CCPR//GC/ 36) para. 61. The right to life must be respected and ensured without distinction of any kind,
such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, kirth, or any
other status, including caste, ethnicity, membership of an indigenous group, sexual orientation or gender identity,
disability, socioeconomic status, albinism and age. Legal protections for the right to life must apply equally to all
individuals and provide them with effective guarantees against all forms of discrimination, including multiple and
intersectional forms of discrimination. Any deprivation of life based on discrimination in law or in fact is ipso facto
arbitrary in nature. Femicide, which constitutes an extreme form of gender-based violence that is directed against girls

and women, is a particularly grave form of assault on the right to life.
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** General Assembly (A/RES/75/183) “Convinced that a moratorium on the use of the death penalty
contributes to respect for human dignity and to the enhancement and progressive development of human
rights, and considering that there is no conclusive evidence of the deterrent value of the death penalty, ...”
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®* General Comment No. 36 of Article é: right to life of International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (CCPR/C/GC/36) para 37. In all cases involving the application of the death penalty,
the personal circumstances of the offender and the particular circumstances of the offence, including
its specific attenuating elements, must be considered by the sentencing court. Hence, mandatory death
sentences that leave domestic courts with no discretion as to whether to designate the offence as a crime
warranting the death penalty, and whether to issue the death sentence in the particular circumstances of
the offender, are arbitrary in nature. The availability of a right to seek pardon or commutation on the basis
of the special circumstances of the case or the accused is not an adequate substitute for the need for
judicial discretion in the application of the death penalty.
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* General Comment No. 36 of Article 6: right to life of International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (CCPR/C/GC/36)para. 35. The term “the most serious crimes” must be read restrictively
and appertain only to crimes of extrerne gravity involving intentional killing. Crimes not resulting directly
and intentionally in death, such as attempted murder, corruption and other economic and political crimes,
armed robbery, piracy, abduction, drug and sexual offences, although serious in nature, can never serve as
the basis, within the framework of article 6, for the imposition of the death penalty. In the same vein, a
limited degree of involvement or of complicity in the commission of even the most serious crimes, such as
providing the physical means for the commission of murder, cannot justify the imposition of the death
penalty. States parties are under an obligation to review their criminal laws so as to ensure that the death
penalty is not imposed for crimes that do not qualify as the most serious crimes. They should also revoke
death sentences issued for crimes not qualifying as the most serious crimes and pursue the necessary legal
procedures to resentence those convicted for such crimes.
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