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¢ Human Rights Committee, General comment No. 12: Article 1 (Right to self-determination)

1. In accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights recognizes that all peoples have the right
of self-determination. The right of self-determination is of particular importance because its realization is an
essential condition for the effective guarantee and observance of individual human rights and for the
promotion and strengthening of those rights. It is for that reason that States set forth the right of self-
determination in a provision of positive law in both Covenants and placed this provision as article 1 apart

from and before all of the other rights in the two Covenants.

4. With regard to paragraph 1 of article 1, States parties should describe the constitutional

and political process which in practice allow the exercise of this right.
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